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PIX INDEX.  Far left. Is 
our new ‘Steam Man 
apprentice’, Luminda Perera, 
from Sri-lanka.  Luminda at 
only 15 years-of-age restored 
the 100 year-old Vauxhall 
engine that was made in 
London. He did it with the 
help of Keith Watson and the 
men at the Bassendean 
Foundry. Keith is also one of 
our dedicated steam men.  

Pix at near left.  This 
young steam man is Jack 
Crooks is a local lad, a dinky-
di Yarloopian who also wants 
to drive one of our steam 
machines when he learns all 
about them. From this editor’s 
point of view it is great to see 
you around the place of a 
Sunday Steam Day, lads! 

Pix at left.  One group 
from the large crowd that 
attended on the last Steam 
Day.  All were astounded a the 
historical significance of the 
Y a r l o o p  H i s t o r i c a l 
Workshops. 

Bottom Pix. Keith turner 
and Roger Jowitt, both 
members of the dedicated 
team of Steam Men who work 
hard every Steam Day 
throughout the year to run the 
steam machinery that thrills so 
many visitors to our historic 
complex.  Come and see what 
we are working on in the 
adjoining Steam House that 
will be unique to this state! 

This Paper, all who are 
associated with it, and 
especially the Steam Men, 
wish their steam engine driver 
colleague, Jim Howell, a 
speedy recovery!!  COME TALK WITH OUR STEAM MEN! 
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To the Editor Yarloop Yarning, May 4th 
2007. Dear Sir/Madam, In response to ‘Letter 
to the people of Yarloop’, May Yarloop 
Yarning by H. Page; regarding the ‘growing 
businesses’ in this town; namely the Cabin 
Restaurant (now closed as a viable business 
once again)  Ed’s Note: Still open at most 
times and when requested, though, Jan) the 
gift shop ‘Bridgette and me’ (I wish them well) 
and the re-opened ‘Hoops in the Loop’ selling 
pre-loved goods. (Ed’s note; this shop recently 
changed hands). 

To me these do not represent a ‘growing 
economy’ when we have lost so many other 
businesses and services in recent years… the 
latest being the closure of our hospital followed 
by the demise of the Shell Roadhouse (after the 
loss of our iconic Lui’s Ampol Service Station), 
which the majority of newcomers to Yarloop 
would have noticed operating when they first 
arrived in our town.  Unfortunately, I can 
pinpoint at least 15 empty houses and many 
others are now rentals and not privately owned 
as previously.  This is something which has 
definitely changed the fabric of this little old 
timber town that we all call home.  

I certainly want Yarloop to survive and 
move into the future, therefore I wish Howard 
Page and his YARAR Committee all the very 
best for their plans to achieve certain goals.  I 
also hope that this organisation will have more 
success than their predecessors, the Yarloop 
Residents Association (not the Yarloop 
Progress Group, as has been mooted) which 

died a natural death due to dwindling interest 
by the local inhabitants, several years ago.  
Perhaps too many people became 
complacent...who knows?  I guess life was 
less complicated back then and everyone went 
happily about their own business. 

When I first came to Yarloop in the 1960’s
(albeit on pay weekends to visit the property 
we had bought from family friends) the 
community was alive and thriving.  When we 
moved here in 1979 to live, we found a 
vibrant township with many local businesses 
and services which included the hotel, 
bowling club, various other sports 
organisations, including the football club, 
cricket club, tennis club, badminton club, 
netball and basketball clubs, as well as two 
well patronised dart clubs; RAOB and 
Masonic Lodges, CWA, radio club, and 
possibly others of which I was unaware or 
have forgotten.  There were two road houses 
on the South West highway, a butcher’s shop, 
TAB agency, hairdresser, delicatessen and 
newsagency; bank agencies, daily paper 
delivery, general store, Westrail ticketing, 
post office, an operational hospital with 
resident doctor, three well-attended churches, 
a school with over 100 pupils and an active P 
& C; a police station and most importantly, 
Millars Timber & Trading Co (later Bunnings 
then SOTICO employing 100 plus workers.  

I must not forget to mention the formation 
of the (still) essential Yarloop Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade, soon after (Cont/d on page 10) 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR (By Jan Delaney) 
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The DAM SPINNERS, CWA 
Hall.  Enquiries to Faye Taylor Ph 
97291342 or Joy Jackson Ph. 
97331810. 

Country Women’s Assoc. Sec-
ond Wednesday each month I pm 
Station Street. 

Yarloop PLAYGROUP every 
Wednesday 9.30 am to 11.30 am 
Yarloop Pavilion  $2.00 per family 
and a piece of fruit Ph Tracy 
Osborn 97334207. 

Visit Yarloop Drop-in Centre. 
Learn skills and impart your skills 
to others. 

Arts and Crafts began March 
2007, every second Wednesday at 
12.30 pm.  Phone Chris Germain on 
97335600. 

YARLOOP WORKSHOPS 
Steam Days second Sunday of the 
month commencing March 11th to 
November. 

EDITORIAL 
It sometimes takes the public of Australia a long 

time to react to all things detrimental to their ultimate 
welfare.  It is a puzzle that after the exposure and timely 
warnings by Channel 7 Television on a number of 
occasions that a greater public outcry is not forthcoming 
against the health problem this nation now faces. This 
refers to poisoned imported food and other consumer 
goods coming in from countries that have little thought 
to their own hygiene and mental and physical health as 
well as the health and welfare of the people they are 
importing these goods to. 

Asian countries are the main culprits in this 
insidious trade of goods that is doing untold damage to 
the health of ALL Australians, and contributing much 
damage to, and the ultimate demise of local industry. 

This is the result of globalisation by all world 
governments, and it seems that the Australian 
Government, because of its proximity to the Asian 
region, is our worst ‘enemy’. 

 Food that is grown, fertilised and processed in filth 
and poisons is reaching our shores in increasingly 
greater quantities.   The percentages of imports over the 
range of our entire fresh-food spectrum is alarming 
indeed, not only to our Australian farmers and other 
producers, but to those in the public arena who care for 
their own and their family’s health, both in the short and 
long term. 

There is an election coming up.  Before that occurs, 
canvas your local Federal politicians.  Find where they 
stand on this issue, see what they intend doing about it  
and vote accordingly. 

EDITOR.  Geoff Fortune PO Box 
758 Mandurah WA. Ph 95811678.  
 
SUB-EDITOR.  Dawn Pitts PO 
Box 758 Mandurah WA 6210 Ph 
95811821 or Fax 95813458. 
 
REPORTER. Dawn Pitts. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS. Dawn Pitts 
and Val Fortune. 
 
C H I L D R E N ’ S  P A G E 
FORMATTER. Val Fortune PO 
Box 758 Mandurah WA Ph 
95811678 
 
ADVERTISING/SUBMISSIONS. 
Advertising and ‘Letters to the 
Editor’ to Yarloop workshops,  
‘Bridgette and Me’ or PO Box 758 
Mandurah WA 6210. 

MOBILE PARENTING SERVICES  
 

SOUTHWEST VAN WILL BE PARKED 
OUTSIDE THE YARLOOP COMMUNITY AND 
LEARNING CENTRE, BARRINGTON-KNIGHT 

ROAD, YARLOOP  
 

WEDNESDAY, 27th JUNE 2007 10 am to 2 pm, 
AND ON EVERY 4th WEDNESDAY OF THE 

MONTH  
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SLEEP, HOW MUCH DO YOU NEED? 
By ALLAN R. HANDYSIDES and  

PETER N. LANDLESS. Sleep is a 
mysterious, essential ingredient of life.  Persons 
totally deprived of sleep eventually become 
psychotic, hallucinating and behaving 
strangely. 

Many people live in a constant state of sleep 
deprivation.  These people function at a level 
below their optimal performance, and may 
cause accidents and problems to others.  The 
use of caffeine, alcohol, tobacco and other 
chemical agents may interfere with normal 
sleep, and deprive one of the benefits of normal 
sleep.  The inability to sleep is called insomnia.  
This is a complex group of conditions, which is 
a whole study in itself. 

Sleep requirements seem to vary with age.  
Everyone knows babies sleep most of the time; 
a 12-year-old may require nine hours; some 
adolescents need a little more, especially as 
they grow. 

Older people seem to require a little less.  
Whether this is because they ‘cat-nap’ during 
the day is not clear. 

In their famous Alameda County Study, Drs 
Breslow and Balloc showed that eight to nine 
hours of sleep seemed optimal.  Those 
habitually sleeping longer or shorter periods 
had shorter life expectancy. 

Sleep is a time of restoration of the wear 
and tear of the day.  Our muscles need rest to 
rebuild their energy stores and repair damage.  
Our brains, too, need rest. 

The body has a natural hormone ‘tide’ that 
rises and falls.  Sleep promotes the release of 
hormones such as growth hormone, cortisol, 
prolactin, sex hormones etc.  These rhythms are 
often disturbed when sleep patterns are 
disturbed as, for example, when one travels 
through different time zones. This is the 
condition referred to as ‘jet lag’. 

Sleep disturbances are numerous in type.  
Common ones include (1) snoring and (2) sleep 
apnea. 

Snoring is often more a disturbance to 
others, but can be associated with problems 
for the snorer.  It is cause by vibration of soft 
tissues in the nose and throat.  Overweight 
people snore more than thin people, but 
individuals all vary in their sleeping and 
snoring. 

Loss of weight may reduce snoring, and 
sleeping on one’s side also helps.  Some 
people have even taped a tennis ball onto 
their back to prevent sleeping on their back. 
Treatment of nasal or throat obstructions 
may involve surgery. 

Sleep apnea is a condition in which a 
person stops breathing, only to resume with 
a gasp that may awaken them (and their 
partner). The gasp comes because the 
respiratory centre suddenly senses the rising 
levels of carbon dioxide.  This is usually a 
problem of obese persons, but not them 
alone. It is associated with high blood 
pressure, and sometimes heart problems.  A 
device that increases the airway pressure 
slightly and holds the airway open may help 
sleep apnea. The process is referred to as 
CPAP (controlled positive airway pressure). 

For improved sleep, particularly avoid 
caffeine and even some drugs that seem to 
help sleep, such as alcohol and sleeping pills, 
because the sleep so induced is often not the 
needed deep sleep. One cup of coffee can 
interfere with sleep patterns in a sensitive 
individual for up to 36 hours. 

Sleep is also enhanced by regular 
physical exercise, though preferably not 
within two hours before bed.  Regularity is a 
very important factor aiding sleep. The 
routine of daily living, which should include 
devotional time, assists in sleep.  Avoidance 
of stimulating talk, TV, argument, or tension 
just before bedtime is helpful to sleep.  A 
gentle walk, a soothing warm bath, a dark 
quiet room, a period of prayer–all help sleep. 
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NATIONAL 
SERVICEMEN’S 

ASSOC. OF AUST. 
WA Branch (Inc) Mandurah/

Murray Sub Branch 

A dedication ceremony of the 
memorial to the memory of the 
Australian National Servicemen 1951-
1972 was held a the Mandurah War 
Memorial on the 26th May 2007. 

Mr  Roly  Dai ly ,  Pres iden t 
Mandurah/Murray Sub Branch, gave 
the welcome address and introduced 
the Patron LT Col. George Howell 
RFD ED RL who gave his address.  Mr 
Don Randall JP MP unveiled the 
memorial.  

Other dignitaries who were part of 
the ceremony were Father Ian Johnson, 
Chaplain Peter Cowley, Salvation 
Army Major Brian Davis and  piper, 
Viv Riley. 

At the conclusion of the dedication, 
the Australian Defence Medal was 
presented to the recipients by Mr Don 
Randall JP MP. 

YARLOOP SCHOOL NEWS 
From the School Magazine ‘The Yarn’ 
 
The Principal, Christopher Diaz, welcomes 

the Yarloop School to his care and responsibility, 
and the Yarloop School and the town welcomes 
Christopher Diaz and hopes his stay with us will be a 
long and happy one. 

It is intended that a fortnightly newsletter will 
keep parents and public informed of the progress of 
the school and pupils within the community. 

It is good that some parents have paid the 
voluntary contribution, however, this is only 10%.  
This goes towards the school welfare of your child. 

A request that ALL students wear a hat to 
school. (Ed’s note. There is wisdom in this request. I 
wonder if the school has the set of coloured photos 
that show the ravages of skin cancer.) 

The school gives acknowledgement and  a 
huge thanks to ALCOA for a US$3000 gift for 
new playground equipment  Generous indeed! 

The school was honoured with a visit by old 
Yarloopians from the days when this editor was at 
school in Yarloop — and that was 73 years ago — 
only seems like yesterday!  The family, the Savage 
family, of the two lady visitors were involved with 
both the milling of timber, and Mr Savage was the 
steam engine driver for well over 30 years.   



4 

WANTED 
Photographs on loan of 

the Yarloop Hospital from 
its inception in the year 1901 
to the time of its closure. 

Please send to Val 
Fortune PO Box 758 
Mandurah WA 6210. 

Extremely good care 
taken and all will be 
returned by registered or 
certified mail for safety 
sake. 

Val is writing an 
anniversary  book to mark 
the occasion of its existence 
and value to the then busy 
mill town!  ASAP  
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THE DIARY OF PRIVATE SHELLDRAKE  
(Ed’s note.  This serial has been per 

courtesy Bevan Delaney, and concludes this 
month). 

June 2 in barracks all day.  Off duty, toe 
still bad. June 3 King’s Birthday, city 
decorated with flags.  French residents very 
enthusiastic. Salute of 21 guns fired from 
Citadel at 7 am. Very hot day, spurs and 
swords nickelled.   

June 4 still in barracks, off duty.  Met 
Sep Cotterel in Heliopolis.  F Farrow gone to 
Cairo on leave, borrowed my tunic.  June 5 
North Sea fight in the papers.  Queen Mary 
sunk etc.  Hot day, patrolled Helmich.  June 
6, on guard 24 hours hot day.  June 7, 23 
years of age today.  Posted cards to Eil and 
Mum.  Field Service cards to A & C Chris 
Spowart and Cooper.  

June 8 patrolled Helmich, Zeitoun and 
Matarich.  Visited the Holy Well (Virgin 
Mary.)  Also saw the ancient fig tree and 
Garden Chapelle.  Visited Obilish Matarich 
2,500 years old, 60 feet high, 16 feet square 
and is one solid piece of granite and its 
marvellous how it was tilted up into position.  
Heard of Lord Kitchener’s death in Egyptian 
papers.  Capt Neill O/C APC married in 
Cairo today.  Toe much better. 

First lot of AP Corps embarked for 
England (Infantry).  June 9.  A troop photo 
taken.  Night stable piquet duty.  June 10 
leave to Cairo.  Fine cool day.  June 11 duty 
patrol Heliopolis.  A raid on a sly-grog shop 
all officers wearing a black band.  June 12 
issued with clothes.  Patrol aerodrome and 
Zeitoun.  Cool day.   

June 14 payday 30/- ($3) went to Cairo 
and horse shot.  June 15 trip to Babel Haded 
barracks to an alarm of a native uprising.   
Great excitement in city.  Everything passed 
and quiet.  Sent letter to base re mail.  Posted 
Eil letter.   

June 16 hot day.  Duty Heliopolis.  Horse 
sword drill.  White gone to hospital.  Wrote 

Sam Hobbins.  June 17 very hot and patrolled 
Heliopolis, and not too well. Inspected by 
General Watson.  Wrote letter Mill, Doris and 
Madge.  June 18 influenza and saw doctor.  Off 
duty on medicine.  June 19 off duty temp 102 
deg.  June 20 off duty hot day.  

June 21 off duty got fly veil from Sister 
Wilson. Met Jack Nugent No 3 Ax Hospital. 
Met Wow Sutherland. Toe quite right again.  
June 22 duty Heliopolis.  Cool day.  McGowan 
transferred to D Troop Abbassia. June 23 
Zietoun patrol very hot.  June 24 not well.  Saw 
Capt Barbour. Put off duty one week posted 
letter to Doris, Mill and Eil.  Cool day.  June 25 
got bedsteads J Farrow doing 7 days CB 
Abbassia for writing letter mentioning 
movement of troops.  June 28 off duty.  Moyle 
and Woods gone to hospital.  Five men arrived 
from Abbassia.  June 29 overseas trip cancelled 
for a time. 

Inspected by Gen Watson.  Wrote letter to 
Mill, Doris and Madge.  June 30 went to doctor 
for medicine.  Off duty visited ostrich farm 
Zietoun, also camel camp about 3000 camels 
here July 1. Five aeroplanes above. Egyptian 
wedding over the way.  Ding dong band going 
all night.  Bomb thrower killed at school of 
instruction today Zietoun. July 2 went to 
Heliopolis. July 3 Mess orderly.  July 4 went 
and saw Capt Barbour admitted to No 3 AGH to 
be boarded for Australia.  Received letters and 
papers from Australia. July 5 visited by Lieut 
Watts.  July 6 visited by Sgt Heery.  July 9 
visited by Les McGowan.  July 12 passed board 
for Australia.     

Pat was asked in a quiz why mohair was so 
expensive.  He said it was because the Mo was 
such a rare animal! 

Pat and Mike were lying in wait one night 
for their sworn enemy so they could beat him 
to a pulp. After 3 hours Pat said, “he’s late; I 
hope to God nothing has happened to the poor 
fellow.    
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BUSINESS.   Fraser Range Model Railways.  Mining Families Foundation of Aust. Ltd! 
TELEPHONE NUMBER.  (08) 97335488 
INTERNET LISTING.  Www.Mining-families. 
ADDRESS. 10 Thompson Rd, Success Hill 6054 

BUSINESS.  Tourism.  Historical Steam Workshops and a working steam house 
TELEPHONE NUMBER. 97335215 or 97335368 
INTERNET LISTING. Www.yarloopworkshops. com.au. 
ADDRESS. Railway Parade, Yarloop, Western Australia   

(Cont/d from page 9) House Week celebrations in 
Maylands on Wednesday by 9th of May, so we 
were very happy to have their representative, 
Janice, join us for lunch on Tuesday 15th May, 
when she presented us with our prize from the 
Marketing Competition (to our chairperson) and a 
Volunteer Certificate for services rendered (to 
yours truly).  This was a feather in our cap, and 
makes all our efforts worthwhile.  Thank you to 
LC link.   

We held another ‘Big Cuppa for Cancer’ on 
Wednesday 23rd May and it was a happy 
gathering, with several local people coming 
along, as well as one visitor from Waroona and 
and also our Craft Tutor Val, from Mandurah.  
Thank you all for your company and the 
donations to the Cancer council; these will be 
gratefully received. 

Discovered another ‘boo-boo’, Geoff.  My 
family came here to live in 1979, not 1989, as 
printed in the May edition.  Sorry about the 
mistake.  Jan Delaney: Sec.  Yarloop Community 
Learning Centre Inc. 

(Ed’s note: Jan you must never apologise to 

the Yarloop Yarning for mistakes.  We who 
type literally millions of words per every 
year, know how easily it is to make a 
mistake. The only thing wrong about 
mistakes is that it leaves it open for people 
who think they never make a mistake to 
point the finger at others, and we at the 
Yarning certainly know all about that. 
However, I always take comfort at what  
my dad always drilled into me, when he 
used to tell me, “Never ever forget to 
forgive all people their mistakes; for the 
person who never made a mistake never 
made anything!” and this has always 
proved true, for the people who accuse you 
of making mistakes are ALWAYS the people 
who make one great mess of whatever they 
do.) 

Pat was away for 5 years and in that time 
his wife had a baby.  When he returned he 
was asked if he felt the child’s birth was a 
little suspicious.  “Certainly not, there was 
five years between me and my brother!”  
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‘CALL HALL’ 
 

WAYNE AND EVELYN HALL FOR CONTRACT 
FENCING, SEED DRILLING, HAY BALING! 

Mobile. 0416212289 
After hours. 97335140 

WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS 
BY DAWN PITTS.  On the 17th, 24th, and 

31st may, four of the steam men worked a busy-
bee at the Steam House.  Roger Jowitt, Colin 
Puzey, Brian O’Donnell and Keith Watson 
removed the cored-feed water header tank, the 
rotted timber on the tank stand and prepared the 
metal stand in readiness for painting before 

replacing the timbers onto the tank.  They 
have removed the chimney and damaged 
spark-arrester mesh on number-2 boiler 
chimney, replaced the spark-arrester with 
new mesh and fitted a new water-header 
tank ready for the next Steam Day on the 
10th June 2007.  

The old and the recent. Left, Yarloop Hospital around the year 1910 and right, in 2007 

YARLOOP HISTORIC WORKSHOPS 
ENJOY A LEISURELY TRIP TO THE HISTORIC TOWN OF 

YARLOOP ON JUNE 10th AND VIEW NOT ONLY THIS GREAT AND 
WONDERFUL HISTORIC COMPLEX BUT ALSO WORKING STEAM 

ENGINES — REMEMBER JUNE 10th 2007 
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YARLOOP SOCIAL NEWS  
BY JENNY CROSS OF ‘BRIDGETTE 

AND ME’ STATION ST.  Birthday people 
have been hard to track down for this month, in 
fact, I am sure they have all gone into hiding, 
except for David Windlass, or maybe it is the 
lovely change in the weather and a few of us 
have been hogging the heater. 

Steam Day was on Mothers’ Day and a great 
day for the Workshops and the shop, besides 
meeting a lot of travellers; some returning to 
Yarloop after a long time away; others just for 
the day.  All of this proves that Yarloop is not 
dead, despite the poorly written and totally 
negative articles that appear in some newspapers.  
The majority of visitors were impressed and have 
voiced that they will come again. 

Sadly, two families have experienced a great 
loss.  They are David and Anita with the passing 
of David’s father, and Pam and Dick, losing 
Pam’s mother. To you and yours, ‘Our deepest 
sympathy’. 

‘Bridgette and Me’ would like to advise all 
their present and future customers that they now 
offer a ‘Gift Voucher’ system for when you need 
to choose a gift for someone you care for, but 
unfortunately don’t know what to purchase!  Not 
forgetting also that lay-by is always available! 

Another great show of enthusiasm at the 
Yarloop Residents and Ratepayers Meeting.  
Look forward to seeing a few more new faces at 
the next meeting, date and venue will be 

BUNBURY ROTARY HOEING 
Owen Eastcott PO Box 108 Waroona.  Phone (08) 97335415. 

Mobile. 0428931630.  Fax 97335428.  Pager 94809135 
 

Specialising in rehabilitation work!  Re-seeding and fertilising! 
Ripping and mounding for trees or vineyards! Rotary hoeing! 
General tractor work! Tractor hire! Firebreaks!  All work done 

professionally and speedily! 

advertised on the shop window and at the 
Drop-in Centre.  The best of everything must 
surely come for Yarloop, with the interest 
and initiative shown so far. 

A lovely afternoon tea was held at the 
kindergarten for mum’s and gran’s just prior 
to Mothers’ Day, the children presenting 
their mums with a lovely gift.  What lovely 
thoughts on behalf of the teacher and her 
assistant. I had an enjoyable time and know 
other nans also enjoyed themselves. 

Congratulations Jo, you can be truly a 
lady of leisure now, with the sale of your 
shop.  Seems sad to know that you are no 
longer there, but a hearty welcome goes to 
the new owners, and we wish them well in 
their venture. 

Don’t forget that news can be left at 
‘Bridgette and Me’, the Workshops, One-
Stop Shop, so support your local rag and 
pass on what you want to share.  Best wishes 
until next month Jenny! 

(Ed’s note. Watching television the other 
day of one of the Australian bases in frozen 
wastes of the South Pole at the bottom of the 
world. It was about the three bases that 
Australia maintains. Who should come on 
camera and speak, was Tevor Jackson of 
Cookernup, who is doing a stint down 
there!)  
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KIDS’ PAGE (By Val Fortune) 
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‘Letter to the Editor’ Cont/d from page 1) we 
took up residence in a Johnston Road mill house, 
and also the damage done to the Workshops 
during Cyclone Alby.  Thank goodness we missed 
that, as Cyclone Tracy was enough to sit through 
in Darwin before we returned to WA.   

However, sadly, very sadly, things have 
changed over the years. Yes, we still have the 
hotel and bowling club (now housed  in a far 
superior building to the one we first knew).  The 
One-Stop Shop (delicatessen/fastfood/
newsagency) the general store,  (PO agency/
Lotto); Bridgette and Me, Hoops in the Loop, 
Catholic church, primary school and Gunns (the 
current owners of the mill).  

The hospital is now run as a clinic and two 
days a week, has the Day-Care Centre (for senior 
citizens), a vast difference to previous services 
that were available, though thankfully, still 
providing surgery for visiting doctors from both 
Waroona and Harvey.  The police, I believe, no 
longer live in town so are unable to provide out-
of-hours support.  Unfortunately this is a sign of 
the times, and Yarloop is not the only place to 
suffer as more government agencies withdraw, 
leaving country dwellers without adequate 
provision.  Not everyone can travel to Mandurah 
or Bunbury to access services which were once 
available in Harvey and Waroona.  The CWA and 
Masonic Lodge remain active in the district, 
despite many members now residing out of the 
area, and younger people joining being almost a 
thing of the past.  The workshops in recent years 
have become an integral part of Yarloop, drawing 
many visitors to our town, and this is a ‘plus’ that 
can only increase as time goes by. Many people 
would not realise how much hard work, by both 
volunteers and tradespeople has resulted in the 
restoration of this complex, to date.  There is much 
more to be achieved and for example, the 
‘Doctor’s House’ is currently being renovated to 
enhance the ‘heritage profile’ of our own very 
special ‘little part of paradise’...to quote Howie! 

We now have the Community Learning Centre 
that was formed to help fill a need when many 
long-term residents moved on to ‘greener 
pastures’.  Other people have moved in to town, 

like Howie, who makes good use of the 
Centre’s facilities, and has recently joined 
the committee.  This provides the people 
of Yarloop with the essential TransWA 
ticketing, E-mail, and Internet access and 
many other services that otherwise would 
not be available locally.  It is not a 
Telecentre, but a Telecentre Access point 
and also affiliated with Learning Centre 
Link and will, hopefully, soon be moving 
to new premises in the hospital complex 
where there will be more room for all 
activities. 

I, like Howie, have a positive outlook 
for this town, and look forward to a bright 
future, but I also mourn for days past, 
when we had a united and happy 
community with many organisations and 
interests available to all.  Let’s hope that 
between us we can revive the ’Spirit of 
Yarloop’ for the benefit of everyone!  

Sincerely yours Janette M Delaney. 
 
(Editor’s Note: I arrived in Yarloop at 

4½ years of age in 1932, my grandfather 
had been there working for the company 
over many years, and my father likewise. If 
its demise is a disappointment to you more 
recent arrivals, imagine what it must be to 
people like me!  In fact, in driving into 
town today, it does not seem possible that 
such a busy, vibrant town such as it once 
was in the days of which I speak, is the 
same Yarloop one sees today in 2007. And 
if this is what progress, so-called, has 
brought not only to Yarloop, but countless 
other country towns across Australia, then 
progress might be labelled one of the 
greatest social cancers ever unleashed on 
mankind, and this despite many of the 
benefits that have come our way at the 
same time.) 

There is no doubt that despite the great 
and many changes made to our nation and 
society, people were more contented, 
happier, and healthier than they are 
today.) 
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COOKERNUP GENERAL STORE 
Where help and friendliness are the key words! 

Phone/Fax 97335380  
 

Liquor! Hardware! Groceries and Post Office agency! 
7-Day trading 6.30 am to 7 pm 

 
Your friendly neighbourhood store where you will find all you need 

and more.  If we haven’t got it, we will soon get it for you 

MOTHERS’ DAY 13th MAY 2000-STEAM DAY 
BY DAWN PITTS. Steam Day on 

Mothers’ Day was a great success and the 
Steam Men once again brought the Workshops 
to life with the atmosphere they create.  They 
arrive and fire the boilers early on Sunday 
morning to get steam-up to operate the 
stationary steam-driven engines for the tourists 
when they begin to arrive about 10 am. 

Groups of visitors were guided through the 
Historic Yarloop Workshops before lunch and 
guided tours resumed again after lunch.  These 
were easily handled by Dawn Pitts and Geoff 
Fortune, and statements of appreciation for this 
historic complex were forthcoming from all 
who went through.    

One of the Steam men was missing due 
to ill-health and all connected with the 
Workshops wish Jim Howell a speedy 
recovery.   

Well over a hundred tourists visited 
during the day and many took the 
opportunity to patronise the adjoining Cabin 
Restaurant where a country-style roast 
dinner with sweets was available to those 
seeking a real treat!  

The entry section was capably handled 
by the caretakers, who were ably assisted by 
Val Fortune.  All-in-all, it was a  wonder-
filled day due to the assistance of dedicated 
volunteers. 

WITH THANKS AND GRATITUDE 
 

THIS PAPER WISHES TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT AND 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN THE SUM OF $2,500 DOLLARS THAT 

Mr MICK MURRAY AND THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT, HE 
REPRESENTS, HAS APPLIED TO ASSIST IN THE FURTHER 

PRINTING OF THE YARLOOP YARNING BY A COMMERCIAL 
PRINTER.  THIS SUM HAS BEEN APPLIED THROUGH THE 

RECOGNISED ISSUING STRUCTURE OF THE YARLOOP 
WORKSHOPS  
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HARVEY VISITOR AND TOURISM CENTRE 
15 KMS SOUTH OF YARLOOP IS A TOWN THAT IS A TOURIST DELIGHT! 

 

‘Moo shoppe’ 
Local Produce! 

Quality Giftware/Books! 
Travel Books and Maps! 

Industry Displays and Videos 
Free Accommodation Booking Service! 

Harvey Dam and Amphitheatre Bookings!  
Heritage! 

Visit Stirling’s Cottage!  View the Internment Camp shrine!  Relax in the Heritage Gar-
dens. Sth West Highway, Harvey. Phone 97291122 

YARLOOP V.B.B. SUPPORT GROUP (By Jan Delaney) 
The Yarloop Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 

Support Group will have held its AGM before 
this paper is out so we will notify of the outcome 
on elected officers in next Journal. 

We seem to soldier on despite dwindling 
numbers and Old Father Time is catching up with 
some of us! That’s life, eh? 

Apparently ANZAC DAY at the Fire-shed 
was a success again, and this is really great to 
know, thanks to Bill and his crew for their efforts. 

I feel there were many more children lining 
the route for the march-through in Perth this year, 
and the weather was kind to everyone.  However, 
I missed the company of my granddaughters.  
Because of the forecast of rain they did not attend 
as last year, they, and their young brother ended 
up with bad colds after being drenched, along 
with everyone else who marched.  

Sorry, Geoff, but I noticed a miss-print in my 
previous report re our lunch at the Cabin 
Restaurant.  Those who were present enjoyed the 
meal (who wouldn’t?) but it was not a really 
successful outing due to lack of numbers.  Fingers 
crossed for a better turn-out for our next function. 

Delia will again be joining us at our next 
meeting but Valma Christie will be absent, as she 
has headed back to sunny South Australia for 
another family visit.  She can give my regards to 
some of my old haunts while she is there, I hope. 

I was extremely pleased that the Cabin 
Restaurant had a very, very busy lunchtime 
on Mothers’ Day, but I am sad to see the 
proprietor leave, as she was cooking some 
delightful menus for us to enjoy.  However, 
who knows what the future will bring?  Only 
good things for everyone, I hope.  Thanks 
yet again, to Marj Price for her annual 
audit...it is very much appreciated by all of 
us.  Contact Ph. 97334013.  Jan Delaney: 
Sec. Bill Christie: Pres.  Noeline Snedden: 
Treas. 

Two of the Steam Boys, Colin Puzey and Roger 
Jowitt, working on the spark arrester for the 
boilers of the Yarloop Workshops’ Steam House  
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WAROONA CONTRACTING 
97333933 or 0417962321 

AG LIME 
BLUESTONE 
DRIVEWAYS 

EARTHWORKS 
GRAVEL 

HOUSE PADS 
LIMESTONE 

ROAD ROLLERS 
SAND 

WATER TRUCKS 

YARLOOP COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTRE  
We celebrated the second anniversary of 

our official opening on Wednesday 2nd 
May, with a sausage sizzle and ‘open house’ 
for members, staff, youth group, and guests 
from the wider community.  Many thanks to 
our co-ordinator Chris, for her support on the 
night, as several committee members had 
prior engagements and I could not have 
‘done it’ alone! 

All in all, I, personally, feel we had a 
very successful evening, and the cake 
provided by Eureka Bakery was enjoyed by 
those who attended, including some folk 
who came in later just for coffee and cake 
and to say ‘hello’.  It was good to see you 
all, and we hope that you will return next 
year to celebrate with us...maybe for our first 
anniversary in the new premises? 

The committee has decided to trial 
opening the Centre one evening a week, as 
this will enable students and people who 
work, time to use the computers and have 
access to the net.  We had heard that there 
have been some enquiries regarding such a 
service, so now Steve Smith has volunteered 
to open and supervise the Learning Centre. 
(See notice page 13, this issue of the Journal) 

We were extremely happy with the 
results of a recent meeting with Derrick 

Simpson and an associate from the Dept. of 
Health.  Things are now moving along nicely 
towards our proposed re-location to the once 
matron’s quarters in the hospital complex.  
Painting is being done and the replacement air-
conditioner has been installed.  The place is 
really starting to look good and bodes well for 
the future. 

Helen and I attended the Telecentre Support 
Branch quarterly meeting held in Waroona on 
Monday the 30th April.  It was great to catch the 
latest info and also meet up with people I had 
met in Denmark, especially the girls from 
Preston Beach.  Later in the afternoon the four 
members from Nannup called in on their way 
home to say ‘hello’ to Chris and check out our 
facility, which they thought was very good.  
Thanks for that! 

During June, Helen, Louise (both on Alcoa 
scholarships), Anne and Chris will be off to 
Melbourne for conferences and seminars, so I 
will be left to hold the fort for a few days.  
Hopefully I will not have to call our new vice 
chair to help out. 

Our centre was one of the finalists in the 
Learning Centre Link Marketing competition 
held over the past year.  Unfortunately no one 
from Yarloop was able to attend the LCL 
Neighbourhood (Cont/d on Page 12)    


